




 First, it joins the emerging literature on the perils of 

Chinese aid by showing that China’s communication aid enhances digital authoritarianism in 

recipient countries. Thus, it will enrich the understanding of the diffusion of China’s digital 

authoritarianism and clarify China’s leading role in the new wave of “autocratization.” Second, it 

will help democratic countries to find effective ways to counter China’s influences over third 

countries and prevent themselves from “democratic backsliding.” For instance, the international 

community may require China to impose conditionality on recipient countries of its aid and be 

more transparent in its foreign aid allocation. Meanwhile, other countries may help strengthen civil 

society’s capacity to resist digital authoritarianism funded by China. 
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